l6o       REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
with the rumor of his change of station, he was informed, and by one high in authority, that the order sending him to the Pacific coast had actually been made out and was ready for promulgation, when it was thought advisable not to issue it, for the sake of General Grant and his party. The motives were too apparent. The contemplation of such an order was never doubted, in the opinion of General Hancock, for one moment, yet it was not for him to express it, for at that time his enemies were persistent in their efforts to procure some evidence of his disloyalty, not only to his Government but to those above him in authority. In their eagerness to seize upon something to suit the popular sentiment (according to their reasoning as to that sentiment), they resorted to a very transparent and novel mode of entangling him, which possibly might have succeeded had he been an officer who acted upon an order without due reflection. But as this was contrary to his rule of action, the plot failed. The following letter explains this:
" HEADQUARTERS, " MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC,
"NEW YORK, January 2, 1877. " GENERAL W. T. SHERMAN, Washington, D. C. :
uAn anonymous communication to the Secretary of War, dated Louisville, Ky., December 10, 1876, reached my headquarters on the 27th of that month, from the office of the Adjutant-General of the Army. It represents that, in the contemplatednewspapers of the day. I had no communication whatever, relating to the subject, with the authorities, until after the rumor of my removal                       jr
